WHY DO CHILDREN NOT TELL

IF THEY HAVE BEEN SEXUALLY ABUSED?

WHY DO CHILDREN NOT TELL This is normal, We know children may not tell anyone

They were scared,
they wouldn’t be believed.

They were scared of being
punished because they felt
responsible for the sexual abuse.

They were threatened by
the abuser and scared
they were going to cause a
problem in their family
or fear of safety.

They felt ashamed or
embarrassed and worried
about how their friends
might respond to what was
going to happen.

They were scared to be
labeled homosexual if the
abuser of the same sex.

They were ashamed to give
graphic details about the
abuse nor wanted the
police or social services
involved in their life.

or delay in telling anyone for a range of reasons

They didn’t want the
abuser to get into trouble
because of the feeling of

loyalty, fear, or love.

They didn’t know the words
to tell or couldn’t find a
space to (especially in
young children) they may
come across to something
like “uncle wears a strange
color underwear”

They didn’t recognize it
as abuse. They may think
what’s happening
was normal and
no one wanted to know.

They didn’t know who to
reach out to.

They couldn’t find the right
time or space to tell.

Didn’t want friends to find
out and scared to be called
“tattletale” or “snitched”

They believed sexual details
should not be discussed
with anyone.

WHY DO CHILDREN EVENTUALLY TELL WHEN THEY GET SEXUAL ABUSE?

They were fearful of their safety, the They were medicated for unrelated
abuse became more frequent, symptoms like urinary tract
physical, or sexualized. infection etc.

@ educated about sexual .“

They were educated about sexual
abuse and acknowledged that
their physical boundaries
had been crossed.

They told their best friend about
the sexual abuse.

. Social Support Center, call 1300 or Provincial Child and Family Home

Infographic : The Center for the Protection of Children’s Rights Foundation
Information: Manual of the Multidisciplinary Child Protection Process ,

The Center for the Protection of Children’s Rights Foundation

Tel. 0-2412-0739

www.thaichildrights.org

may happen
to my sister

They were scared that the sexual
abuse may happen to someone
they cared for.

They found someone
they could trust to tell about
their sexual abuse.

If you run across or suspect that a child has been sexually abused, do not hesitate to keep instantly inform to
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